“TO UNCHARTERED TERRITORY: the NT is on a steady trajectory towards fiscal catastrophe,”  by Amos Aikman (Northern Correspondent) The Australian, Wednesday, December 19, 2018, page 8.
(full page feature article, cut for this Facebook post)

The Gunner government’s latest bombshell financial report makes clear that the Northern Territory has had a run of bad governments lately.

The notionally independent report, entitled A Plan for Budget Repair, was prepared by NT public service head Jodie Ryan (a former under-treasurer), current under-treasurer Craig Graham (Ryan’s former deputy) and two “independent reviewers”.

It spectacularly confirms what experts have been saying for years (often to loud denials from those in power): that the NT is a mendicant state living handout-to-handout and without a viable plan to manage its finances or become sustainable in the future. It is, in effect, a bureaucratic manifestation of the sorts of problems it was created to solve...

Since the early 2000s, the NT’s public service had increased in size by almost half. Nearly 40 per cent of those bureaucrats are in administrative rather than frontline roles.  That compares with only about 16 per cent of clerics and administrators in Western Australia’s public service, or 9 per cent in NSW public service. More than three per cent of the Territory’s bureaucrats are executives compared with less than 1 per cent in Victoria’s...

Both major parties fear the electoral cost of shrinking the public sector under what is now effectively a patronage system. Public sector cuts also could hit population growth. The government has estimated each Territorian to be worth about $11,000 in GST.

So keen is the Gunner government to curb population decline that it is offering cash bonuses to people who move north...
The report overlooked GST windfalls the [previous] Giles government received, perhaps because blaming “GST cuts” is Gunner government Treasurer Nicole Manison’s schtick. Manison says GST reductions were not forecast in Treasury’s pre-election fiscal report.
The CLP’s first treasurer, Robyn Lambley, says she was “told very clearly that there would be a reduction in GST payments in coming years”.

After peaking at 15 times Western Australia’s return on the dollar, it was hard to imagine the NT’s share would not drop...
Meanwhile, persuasive academic and other studies argue remote incomes are falling and living conditions have barely improved in the bush.

Painfully little of the roughly $70,000 per person annually that the Productivity Commission estimates governments allocate to servicing indigenous Territorians ends up in the pockets of Indigenous people...
One long-term interested observer who asked not to be named looks on aghast, “This trainwreck is the result of almost incredible (financial) imprudence and management failures, and has been expected by most (if not all) informed observers,” he said. 
“Admin duty only for bloated bureaucracy” The Australian, Wednesday 19 December 2018, page 2. By Amos Aikman.

Almost 40 per cent of the Northern Territory’s bureaucrats are employed to do administration rather than frontline duties such as teaching, policing or nursing.
Figures derived from official reports contrast with 16 percent in administrative roles in Western Australia and 9 per cent in NSW. Only 0.7 per cent of bureaucrats are executives in Victoria compared with more than 3 per cent in the NT.

Experts have since lined up to warn that without a serious overhaul of the NTs  bloated public service, the budget is unlikely to get back on track. Public servant numbers are up by almost hald since the early 2000s outstripping population growth.
